The results of the 7 June 2015 Government of Turkey (GoT) Parliamentary elections will affirm the shift of Turkish politics away from Western democracy for the foreseeable future. Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the most dynamic and accomplished Turkish politician since Kemal Ataturk founded the country in 1923, has steadily moved his nation in a direction that is unsettling to many in the international community. Since 2003, Erdoğan leveraged a combination of advanced political skill; domestic economic success partially predicated on good fortune and an ability to maintain stability in an unstable region to gain unprecedented popularity and is now largely responsible for the present and future direction of the GoT. He has masterfully orchestrated the advancement of Turkish interests and national identity. Erdoğan has fostered an innate Turkish pride and juxtaposed that against an induced paranoia and a sense of external oppression. He has enjoyed overwhelming public support by leading Turkey during unprecedented economic and domestic service improvements throughout his 12 years as Turkish Prime Minister and as the leader of the political party he co-founded, the Justice and Development Party (AKP). Erdoğan, as the country's first directly elected head of state as of August 2014, has parleyed his popularity and the previous success of the AKP into an ability to change the political landscape to consolidate Presidential power through legislation and appointments. As Erdoğan guides his country toward a more conservative path, the US must understand Turkey's importance, concerns, desires, and trajectory in order to assist Turkey to remain a moderate, stable, mutually supportive and effective ally.
Political Leaders of Turkey:
As Prime Minister and leader of the AKP, Erdoğan both facilitated and retarded Turkish advancement. His party created jobs, increased trade, provided housing, improved telecom services, roads, sanitation, health care and education. While leading Turkey to an improved domestic standard of living in those respects, he has also curtailed domestic freedoms. The AKP has impeded social progress, restricted freedom of expression, and mingled politics with the judiciary, military, and police. He has been very effective and has expressed that he can continue or expand that effectiveness if Turkey institutes a Presidentially-focused Executive Branch instead of the Parliamentary system that he led as Prime Minister.
Although Erdoğan is the most influential person within the GoT, other personalities can affect its evolution. It is important to note that although Erdoğan displayed a tendency to favor curtailment of free expression and human rights when he was Prime Minister, he did not do so unopposed within the government. Former President Gul, whom Erdoğan replaced in August 2014, occasionally slowed or softened Erdoğan's tendencies. For example, as recently as February 2014, then President Gul returned a bill championed by then Prime Minister Erdoğan designed to restrict free speech and internet use. This action ultimately enabled the removal of the more rigid aspects of the bill. Former Foreign Minister and current Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoğlu is also an influential member of the GoT who has demonstrated a slightly different agenda with substantially different methods to achieve it. Also, in a particularly Turkish twist, Fethullah Gülen, a former ally and now fierce critic of Erdoğan, is a current and enduring influence. The AKP accused Gülen of creating a 'parallel state' in an attempt to overthrow Erdoğan's government. Although he has fallen sharply from the inner circle to an enemy of the state, he has millions of international followers and still affects Turkish politics from his selfimposed exile in the US.
Historically, Turkey is known as the crossroads of the world. Its geographic importance is difficult to overstate. For millennia, Turkey has either been part of or a neighbor to the dominant culture of the world. Its location ensured its relevance to those who wished to transit or trade between the East and the West. For that reason, the Republic of Turkey is a land of dichotomies. It is both Western and Middle Eastern. It is modern and traditional. It is subsistent and affluent. It depends upon others for energy but leverages the demands from others for transport. It has a rich history and is less than a century old. This duality is an integral component of Turkey's geopolitical history and "is among its key original qualifications." Allies. Salmoni noted that the Turkish government was concerned that the US would use the military operations in Iraq to empower the Kurds and then move forward with power politics with a newly formed Kurdish state. 6 The Turkish government clearly saw Kurdish empowerment as a threat, but the US did not view it as such. The fear that a war would strengthen the support for an independent Kurdish state was so powerful that it overrode any Turkish desire to assist the US during the 1 March 2003 vote. A related Turkish concern was the potential for a large-scale refugee influx, and the possible negative effects on regional stability as perceived by Turkey resulting from the First Gulf War. 7 Turkey's immediate international concern is with the instability and violence within two bordering countries: Iraq and Syria. However, Turkey also shares a border with Iran and its concern for diplomatic relations with its Islamic neighbor tempers its desire to act unilaterally. 
What Does Turkey Want?
Turkey possesses a large range of national desires, some of which are at times in opposition to one another. As is true of most nations, the GoT wants to be a regional leader and wants other nations to treat it as an important part of the international community. It wants all of its neighbors to view it favorably, but it has a particular desire for Muslim nations to view it as a good ally. As it continues to ascend in regional power, Turkey's desire to demonstrate its independence from the US, EU, and NATO has begun to eclipse its desire to earn approval as a cooperative part of those relationships. Finally, the GoT has continually shown that it understands the value of a strong economy because it can translate that into continued domestic power, so it places financial health as one of its top priorities. billion USD part of the NATO missile defense program even though it that has been sanctioned by the US multiple times for nonproliferation act violations. NATO has also conveyed the incompatibility and intelligence concerns of using the Chinese firm.
The AKP has benefitted from a strong economy for the majority of the past decade and placed emphasis upon continuing that trend. Following a period of significant economic prosperity and growth that translated to strong domestic approval of the GoT from a happy and supportive public, Turkey's economy slowed down after 2008. From 2003 to 2007, the AKP was able to guide Turkey to an average of seven percent growth rate. 14 Coincident with the financial crises in the US and that which followed in the EU, the AKP was only able to guide Now that Erdoğan is the President, he wants to increase and consolidate power as he shifts Turkey from a Parliamentary system to a Presidential government. As one would expect of a country in a region containing many sources of instability, the issue of national security assumes an elevated level of importance. In addition, as one would expect of a country aspiring to gain credibility and influence on a global level, the issue of individual freedoms and the value of a self-critiquing public are prominent subjects of debate. These two topics are often in opposition to each other. National security is often easier to achieve at the expense of civil liberties and excess freedoms sometimes compromise national security. In an attempt to balance security and freedom, Erdoğan's policies and actions consistently favor security. As a result, the GoT has curtailed freedom of speech, social media, and news media. Recently enacted laws banned over 70,000 internet sites. Reaction to news coverage resulted in nationwide blackouts on YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook. The US Department of State found that the government's application of anti-terrorism laws promoted an environment of self-censorship in 2014.
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Somewhat conversely, Prime Minister Davutoğlu has espoused a three-tiered approach to achieving Turkey's aspirations of regional power and global importance. Within this approach he advocates prioritizing a strong democracy, dynamic economy, and active diplomacy that will ultimately restore Turkish national self-confidence and dignity. Davutoğlu believes these three pillars are important to remind the Turkish citizens that they "have existed throughout history,
[and] will continue to exist," and that the Turkish culture "is not a secondary and passive culture; it is rather a nation which has shown its will to be an agent."
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Turkey's Government Trajectory:
The GoT is evolving. Joseph Nye, a political scientist who coined the phrase 'soft power', assessed that Turkey's reduction of its once thriving economy coupled with a similar reduction in democratic freedoms has left it with less 'soft power' than it had just a few years Turkey's current trajectory toward repression and consolidation of power in a presidential system and the loss of transparency and justice that accompanies it will strain the US-Turkish relationship in the near future. In order to achieve its goals in a manner compatible with maintaining its friendly partnership with the US as well as regional interests, Turkey must take certain steps.
What Must Turkey Do?
As the global power balance continues its ever-constant fluctuations, the GoT realizes that it must anticipate dynamic conditions and act to shape the future it desires in order to continue its recent ascendency. Turkey must re-engage with EU reforms and financial The Kurdish issue must be resolved. This has stolen vast amounts of energy, time and resources from politicians over the past few decades. The peace process that was moving forward has been sidelined for political gain and must be placed back on track. While the external focus has served the GoT well by creating domestic support via an usagainst-the-world mentality and providing a voiceless entity upon which to assign blame for governmental shortcomings, these unprovable assertions begin to appear as irrational paranoia when examined closely. Close examination is more likely as the tangible economic benefits become increasingly scarce to the voting public. Since Erdoğan is the driving force behind the personality of the GoT, it is not surprising that the insecurity that manifests in paranoia present in the GoT at large is also evident in Erdoğan. The 2015 edition of the annual Human Rights
Report produced by the US Department of State noted that "then prime minister Erdoğan appeared as a plaintiff in 503 complaint files in the Ankara Public Prosecution Office [and] most of the files were for social media messages deemed "insulting or threatening" to the then prime minister." 25 In order to earn treatment as a major global player, Turkey and its leaders must put aside insecurities and demonstrate that they do not need to use the judicial system to punish those with dissenting voices.
Another recommendation to assist Turkey in achieving greater economic and diplomatic strength in addition to elevating their international status is to normalize relations with Armenia. Both countries have legitimate reasons for maintaining their defiant positions with respect to each other, but both also would benefit from the economic and cultural exchange that an open border would bring. Additionally, the apparent stubbornness that it displays in this issue undermines Turkey's aspiration to be a regional influence and to earn respect as a stabilizing and guiding nation.
Instability driven by political transformation, unresolved Kurdish issues, and a regression of public freedoms that accompanies a cessation of modernization efforts are significant factors in Turkey's continued growth and empowerment in the region and on the global stage. This instability will be most tangibly felt in the economy as the investors who have contributed to
Turkey's recent growth will find other places to invest their capital. As the AKP has found over the past decade, a strong economy can compensate for and dampen opposition to otherwise unpopular policies and practices. The US desires a free, secular, and democratic Turkey. A resumption of EU reforms and financial discipline will place Turkey back on the path to sustained mutual benefit and cooperation with the US.
Summary:
Turkey has played a significant role in global history as part of the Ottoman Empire.
Turkey currently plays an important international role and is a rising regional power. As a secular, stable, democratic republic with a majority Muslim population and ties to both the East and the West, Turkey is a valuable international partner of the US. Turkish President Erdogan has parleyed domestic economic success into more than a decade of popularity and support. This enables him to drive a shift from a secular, democratic republic to an authoritarian regime with limited freedoms. The primary political forces within the GoT have curtailed dissenting voices from news outlets and social media. New legislation enables tighter control over and reduces opposition from the judiciary and law enforcement.
The US should assist Turkey to maintain its moderate posture. In order to do so, Turkey must re-engage EU-based reforms to retard the trend of diminishing human rights and civil
liberties. Turkey must demonstrate that it is ready to fulfil the responsibilities that accompany being an international power. Mending external relationships with Armenia and internal relationships with the Kurds and abandoning any conspiratorial mentality will show political maturity and create substantial economic benefit. Ultimately, the legitimacy of governance that is derived a balanced government that operates with transparency will increase the stability of Turkey and strengthen its relationship with the US.
